The Swedish public school system is made up of compulsory and
noncompulsory schooling. Compulsory schooling includes regular
compulsory school, Sami school, special school, and programs for pupils
with learning disabilities. Non-compulsory schooling includes the preschool
class, upper secondary school, upper secondary school for pupils with
learning disabilities, municipal adult education, and adult education for
adults with learning disabilities.

All education throughout the public school system is free. There is usually
no charge to students or their parents for teaching materials, school meals,
health services or transport.

The Education Act
According to the Swedish Education Act, all children and youths shall have equal
access to education. All children shall enjoy this right, regardless of gender, where
they live, or social or economic factors. The Education Act states that the edu-
cation shall “provide the pupils with knowledge and, in co-operation with the
homes, promote their harmonious development into responsible human beings
and members of the community.” Consideration shall also be given to students
with special needs.

The Education Act also extends the right of education to adults. This can be
provided through municipally run adult education (Komvux), or in adult educa-
tion for adults with learning disabilities (Sarvux).

Responsibility and governance

The curriculum, national objectives and guidelines for the public education sys-
tem are laid down by Swedish Parliament and Government. The federal budget
provides municipalities with a sum of money to carry out the various municipal
activities.

Within the objectives and framework established by Government and Parlia-
ment, the individual municipality may determine how its schools are to be run. A
local school plan describing the funding, organization, development and evalua-
tion of school activities shall be adopted. Using the approved curriculum, na-
tional objectives and the local school plan, the principal of each school draws up
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a local work plan. This shall be done in consultation with the school’s teachers
and other personnel.

The National Agency for Education shall evaluate, follow up and super-
vise the public school system in Sweden. Every year, the National Agency for
Education presents a current overview of the school system to Government and
Parliament. This forms the basis of a national development plan for schools.
The National Agency for Education has a supervisory role to ensure that the
provisions of the Education Act are being complied with and that the rights of
the individual student are respected.

The school year

The school (academic) year normally begins at the end of August and runs to
the beginning of June the following year, comprising a total of about 40 weeks.
The regular school week is fve days long, Monday through Friday. A longer
holiday of just over two weeks is taken from around the 20th December to the
beginning of January.

Preschool Class
Municipalities are obligated to provide a place in a preschool class for all
children beginning the fall term of the year the child turns 6. The preschool
class program shall comprise a minimum of 525 hours per year and stimulate
the learning and development of each child, as well as lay the foundations for
continued schooling.

How the preschool class is arranged may differ between municipalities. Most
often, it is organized and located in connection to a compulsory school, leisure-
time centre and/or preschool.

Compulsory Education
Included in compulsory schooling are the regular compulsory school, Sami school,
special school, and programs for pupils with learning disabilities. The 9-year com-
pulsory school program is for all children between the ages of 7—16 years. Upon
the request of the parents, a child may begin school one year earlier, at the age of 6.
Sami children can receive education in Sami School that covers grades 1-6.
This schooling corresponds to the Frst 6 years of compulsory school. Special
schools offer a 10-year program for the deaf and hard of hearing. Programs for
pupils with learning disabilities include compulsory school and training school
for pupils with severe learning disabilities.

Upper Secondary Education

Almost all compulsory school students continue on directly to upper secondary
school and the majority of these complete their upper secondaryeducation in

3 years.
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Upper secondary education is divided into 17 national 3-year programs. All
of the programs shall offer a broad general education and basic eligibility to
continue studies at the post-secondary level. Alongside the national programs,
are also a number of specially designed- and individual study programs.

Upper secondary education for the learning disabled offers vocational train-
ing in the form of national-, specially designed- or individual programs, similar
to those of regular upper secondary. The national programs for the learning
disabled are however fewer in number and specially oriented to vocational train-
ing. Upper secondary programs for the learning disabled are 4 years in length.

Adult Education

A person has the right to begin an upper secondary education in a regular up-
per secondary school up until the year he/she has turns 20. After that, there are
different types of municipally run adult education programs. Among these are
municipal adult education (Komvux) and education for adults with learning
disabilities (Sarvux). Komvux and Sérvux are basic education, corresponding to
compulsory school and programs for pupils with learning disabilities, respec-
tively, and non-compulsory education, corresponding to regular upper secondary
and upper secondary courses for pupils with learning disabilities, respectively.

Komvux also offers continuing education programs, that give specialized
skills in a particular occupational feld.

The Swedish Agency for Flexible Learning serves as a complement to munici-
pal adult programs for people who are unable to study in the town or com-
munity where they live. Part of the program is done by distance, in addition to
students making regular visits to the school for teacherdirected instruction. The
Agency for Flexible Learning has schools in Norrk6ping and Harndsand.

Swedish for immigrants (SFI) is designed to provide newcomers with a
knowledge of the Swedish language and Swedish society. Municipalities have an
obligation to offer SFI to new adult immigrants. SFI programs may be organ-
ized in different ways depending on the municipality.

University and Post-secondary Education

More than one third (43 %) of students continue on to study at the postsecond-
ary level within three years of completing upper secondary school (2002). Uni-
versities and institutions of higher education offer students specifc programs or
individual courses of study. Most universities and post-secondary institutions in
Sweden are state-run, and are located in more than 20 towns and cities across
the country.

The right to choose one’s school and independent schools
Most children attend a municipal school close to their home. However, stu-
dents and their parents have the right to choose another municipal school, or a
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privately run (independent) school. About 6 % of compulsory school students
attend one of the country’s approved independent schools (2002).

Independent schools are open to everyone and must be approved by the
National Agency for Education. The municipality in which the student resides
pays the school a per student/per year grant. The education of independent
schools shall have the same basic objectives as municipal schools, but may have
a profle that distinguishes it from the municipal school. For example, schools
may have a particular religious character or use a special educational approach
such as Montessori or Waldorf. If an independent school does not comply with
applicable regulations, the National Agency for Education may withdraw its
approval.

Independent schools above the compulsory school level can be one of two
kinds: those that correspond to municipal upper secondary, i.e., those that offer
upper secondary programs and receive municipal grants, or those that offer sup-
plementary programs. Among the latter, are schools with programs in fne arts
and handicrafts.

In addition to the types of schools mentioned, there are also a number of
international schools in Sweden that receive partial government funding. These
schools are intended primarily for the children of foreign nationals whose stay
in Sweden is temporary.

Skolverket

Swedish National Agency for Education

www.skolverket.se



Every municipality in Sweden is required by law to offer all students who
have completed compulsory school an upper secondary education. In
principle, students also have a right to receive their frst choice of program.
Upper secondary education is free and a non-compulsory form of school.

The right to begin an upper secondary school program applies up to and
including the calendar year in which the student turns 20. After that, there
are various types of upper secondary programs for adults.

Swedish upper secondary school gives students the basic skills needed to
live and work in the community, and prepares them for further study.

Regulatory policy

The most recent curriculum (Lpf 94) for upper secondary and other non-com-
pulsory forms of schooling (municipal adult education, upper secondary- and
adult education for the learning disabled) entered into effect 1 July 1994. The
Education Act defnes the school’s basic role in achieving the overall objectives.
The curriculum states the school’s fundamental values as well as basic guidelines
and objectives. The documents regulating this education are program objectives,
course syllabi and grading criteria. Every municipality shall adopt a local school
plan.

National programs

As of 2000, there are 17 national programs, all of which are 3-year programs. The
programs provide a broad general education and eligibility to study at the univer-
sity or post-secondary level.

Every program comprises 2 500 upper secondary credits. The guaranteed
number of instruction hours varies from program to program. For Natural
Science, Social Science, and the Arts, the total is 2 180 hours, and for other
programs 2 430. All of the national programs include the eight core subjects of:
English, the Arts, Physical Education and Health, Mathematics, General Science,
Social Studies, Swedish (or Swedish as a Second Language) and Religion. Togeth-
er, the core subjects add up to 750 credits.
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Every program gets its character from its subjects specifc to that program.
These program-specifc subjects comprise a total of 1 450 credits. Included in
this sum is project work worth 100 credits. Government determines the specifc
subjects of a particular program. Thirteen of the programs contain at least 15
weeks at a workplace outside the school, socalled ‘workplace training’. In four
of these — the Arts, Natural Science, Social Science and Technology — workplace
training is not compulsory, though even these programs offer the possibility of
conducting parts of the program at the workplace.

Most programs are divided into different specializations offered in years
2 and 3. The National Agency for Education determines which courses are
compulsory for a national specialization. Most municipalities do not offer all of
the national programs and specializations. If a program is not offered in their
own municipality, students may attend the program in another municipality. In
order to meet local needs, a municipality may approve local specializations.

National upper secondary programs

Child and Recreation ............cccovvevnencnieereeeens Recreational, Educational and Social Activities
CONSLIUCTION. ...ttt Construction, Building, Painting, Metalwork
Electrical Engineering........c.ccccccovevevnen. Automation, Electronics, Electrical- and Computer Technology
Energy.. .Operation and Maintenance, Marine Technology, Heating, Ventilation and Sanitation

AATTES ot Art and Design, Dance, Music and Theatre

Vehicle Engineering.. Aeronautics, Coachwork, Motor Vehicle Mechanics and Engineering, Transport

Business and AAministration.............coccceevrvrirnrneeeneennnns Business and Services, Travel and Tourism
HANAICTATTS. ...t rens Various trades and crafts
Hotel, Restaurant and Catering...........ccccoevvevvveeeiennnnereenes Hotel, Restaurant and Catering Services

INAUSTIY v . Local specializations, country-wide recruiting
FOOAS ... s Local specializations, country-wide recruiting
MBI Media Production, Printing Technology
Use Of NAtUral RESOUICES .........c.ouiuiiiiiiiiiicieisieir e Local specializations

Natural Science.....Mathematics and Computer Sciences, Environmental Science, Natural Sciences

HEAITN CAre ... No national specializations
SOCIal SCIENCE ...vovvvieieieci e Economics, Liberal Arts, Social Sciences, Languages
TECNNOIOGY ...ttt s Local specializations

Specially designed programs

By combining specifc subjects from different programs, a municipality can put
together specially designed upper secondary programs to meet local and re-
gional needs. A specially designed program also includes the eight core subjects
and project work, and corresponds to a national program in terms of the level of
diffculty and number of hours. Special programs can also be designed to meet
an individual student’s specifc learning needs.
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Individual programs
An individual program can vary in length and content and is determined by
the needs of the individual student. The aim is for the student to later transfer
into a national- or specially designed program. Otherwise, the student receives a
Tnal grade (learning certifcate) from the individual program, when he/she has
completed the set program syllabus.

PRIV is an individual program especially for students who are not eligible for
national programs due to their not meeting the requirements for passing grades
in Swedish, English and Mathematics.

Courses and grades

In upper secondary school, subjects are divided into courses. Courses may com-
prise 50, 100, 150 or 200 credits. There are also longer independent courses.
Grades are given for every course completed. A grade of Pass always gives the
number of approved upper secondary credits for the course, regardless of wheth-
er the student requires fewer or additional hours to achieve course objectives.

Every course has a syllabus stating the objectives to be achieved. There are
also grading criteria for every course stating the required level of achievement
for the grades of Pass, Pass with Distinction and Pass with Special Distinction.
There are both national courses with nationally approved syllabi and grad-
ing criteria, and local courses with syllabi and grading criteria approved by the
municipality.

At the end of the upper secondary school program, students receive a fnal
grade (leaving certifcate), which is a compilation of the grades for all of the
courses included in the study program.

A student in upper secondary school can sit for examination in a course
included in the program before grades have been set or if he/she has received the
grade of Fail for the course. People who do not attend upper secondary school
may sit for examinations in all of the courses offered as part of the national
programs.

Student empowerment
The new curriculum gives students considerable infuence over the content and
planning of education, as well as infuence over his/her schooling in general.
A student has the right to choose his/her program and specialization. Every
national program also leaves room for course options. The number of options
varies from program to program.

Programs also allow students an individual option totalling 300 credits.
Within these limits, the student may choose from the courses offered in the
municipality.
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Choice of school and independent schools

Most upper secondary schools are municipal and most students attend a school
in the municipality where they reside. Students may however choose to attend
a school in another municipality, e.g., if the program desired is not offered in
their own municipality. Students may also opt to attend a privately run (inde-
pendent) upper secondary school.

Independent upper secondary schools correspond to municipal upper sec-
ondaries in that they offer upper secondary programs and receive grants from
the municipality. It is the National Agency for Education that decides whether
an independent upper secondary school qualifes for this grant or not. This
decision can also be rescinded. Independent upper secondary schools are open
to everyone. In some cases, students may be charged a fee for attending.

Another type of independent school that offers education above the compul-
sory school level is the supplementary school. Supplementary schools include
those that offer fne arts or handicraft programs.

Upper secondary school for pupils with learning disabilities

Municipalities have an obligation to offer youths who do not meet the require-
ments of regular upper secondary, such as those with learning disabilities, a
place in an upper secondary program for pupils with learning disabilities. Like
regular upper secondaries, upper secondary education for pupils with learn-

ing disabilities has national-, specially designedand individual programs. The
number of national programs offered is fewer than in regular upper secondary
school and programs specialize in preparatory vocational training. All upper
secondary programs for pupils with learning disabilities are 4-year programs and
offer a guaranteed number of course hours, 3 600 hours, divided between core-
and program-specifc subjects.

Upper secondary education for adults

Students ages 20 or older may attend municipal adult education

(Komvux) programs at the upper secondary level, an option being chosen more
and more. Komvux also offers continuing education programs that provide the
student with specialized knowledge and skills in a particular occupational feld.

Skolverket

Swedish National Agency for Education

www.skolverket.se
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Education for pupils and adults
with learning disabilities

Special education and special schools

Education for students of non-Swedish
background and recognized minorities

» Assessment and grading

Democracy and Fundamental Values

student and student’s parent or guardian shall meet to
discuss how the student’s learning- and social develop-
ment can best be promoted. This dialogue shall give
students a voice, allow them to take responsibility, and
empower them in their school situation and the planning
of their studies. Parents receive the necessary informa-
tion on the objectives of the school and how schoolwork
is organized in order to provide their child with proper
support. Teachers are given an opportunity to fnd out
about how the student and parents see and experience
things, and an opportunity to motivate how their teach-
ing is organized, and how they assess the student’s work
and progress. It is important that all parties involved in
the development dialogue are aware of school objectives
and the content of school and course curricula and local
work plans.

Support measures

Students who have diffculty with schoolwork have a
right to remedial support. In some cases, this requires the
drawing up of a special action plan. Such programs are
drawn up by school staff in consultation with the student
and the student’s parent or guardian.

Compulsory school

Grading

Grades are awarded for each term in year 8, at the end
of the fall term in year 9 (term report) and when mana-
datory school attendance ends (fnal grade or ‘leaving
certifcate’).

Grades are given for the subjects taught in compulsory
school. In cases where the teaching has been mainly done
in interdisciplinary blocks (subject blocks) in social stud-
ies or science, teachers may decide to give an overall grade
for the entire subject block. (Social studies refers here to
geography, history, religion and civics, and Science to
biology, physics and chemistry.)

Grades are set by the teacher, and include one of the
following possible grades: Pass (G), Pass with Distinction
(VG), Pass with Special Distinction (MVG).

When assessing student achievement levels at the end
of the year 9, teachers shall base their assessment accord-
ing to the achievement goals stated in the syllabi. Basic
achievement of these goals corresponds to a grade of Pass.
Awarding of the grades of Pass with Distinction and Pass
with Special Distinction follows nationally approved as-
sessment criteria.

Assignment of term grades is done in relation to the lo-
cally determined objectives for a particular subject.

In cases where a student fails to achieve a passing grade
in a subject, no grade is given. Neither are grades given
if a student fails to meet the achievement goals for all of
the subjects in a subject block. In such cases, the student
and his/her parent or guardian may request a written as-
sessment showing the student’s progress in the subject or
subject block. The assessment provides an overview of the
support measures taken.
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Examinations and diagnostic materials

At the end of year 9, teachers shall use nationally ap-
proved examinations in the subjects of Swedish, Swed-
ish as a Second Language, English and Mathematics, to
aid in the assessment of student progress and to assist in
determining the grade to be given.

Examination can also be used to assess the student’s
progress in these subjects at the end of year 5. In many
cases, local regulations make this testing mandatory.

Diagnostic materials are also available for Swedish,
Swedish as a Second Language, and Mathematics, for
the grades prior to year 6. For years 6-9, there are also
diagnostic materials for English. The purpose of diag-
nostic testing is to help teachers to assess students and to
support them in their learning. The materials used for
the lower grades focus on language development and the
learning of basic mathematical concepts.

Diagnostic materials for grades 6 through 9 form a ba-
sis by which to assess where an individual student stands
in relation to the set goals.

Sami School

Sami children can receive education in Sami School that
covers grades 1-6. This schooling corresponds to the frst
six years of compulsory school.

Sami schools use the same syllabi as regular compul-
sory school, but with an emphasis on Sami culture and a
special syllabus for the Sami language.

The same diagnostic materials and examinations are
used in Sami School as those used in regular compulsory
school.

At the end of grade 6, students receive a certifcate
showing they have completed their 1-6 program in Sami
School.

Special School

Swedish special schools consist of a 10-year program for
the deaf and hard of hearing. Special schools have their
own timetable, and in part also special syllabi. Term grades
are given starting in year 9, and a fnal grade (leaving certif-
icate) is given upon completion of year 10. The same rules
apply for assessment and grading as in regular compulsory

school, except that the grading criteria apply to year 10.
Testing, or suitable parts thereof, used in special schools is
the same as that used in regular compulsory school.

Compulsory school for pupils with learning disabilities
Pupils in a special program for pupils with learning dis-
abilities (Sarskola) attend a 9- or 10-year program, for
which certifcates are awarded upon completion of the
program taken. Upon the request of a student’s parent or
guardian, this certifcate can be augmented by a written
assessment of the student’s ability to pursue studies.

Upon the request of a student or his/her parent or
guardian, grades may also be issued at the end of each
term in years 8 and 9. Final grades can be issued follow-
ing year 9, or where relevant, year 10. Possible grades
include: Pass (G) and Pass with Distinction (VG).

Testing, or suitable parts thereof, used in a special
program for pupils with learning disabilities is the same
as that used in regular compulsory school.

NON-COMPULSORY SCHOOLING

Upper Secondary School

Students receive a grade for every course completed and
for special project work. In cases where the teacher lacks
a basis for assessment of the student’s achievement due
to student absence, no grade is given. A student who
has received grades for more courses than required for a
complete program may, with certain restrictions, choose
the courses to be included in the fnal grade.

The fnal grade (learning certifcate) is a compilation of
all grades awarded for courses and projects completed by
the student.

Possible grades include the following: Fail (1G), Pass
(G), Pass with Distinction (VG), Pass with Special Dis-
tinction (MVG).

Grading criteria for national courses for the grades of
Pass, Pass with Distinction and Pass with Special Distinc-
tion are set by the National Agency for Education. For
local courses, grading criteria set by the local school board
are used.

When grading the core subjects of Swedish, Swedish as
a Second Language, English and Mathematics, teachers



shall use nationally approved examinations. National ex-
aminations shall also be used in the fnal program-specifc
subjects of English and Mathematics in the respective
programs. Even in other areas, it is recommended that
teachers use national examinations to aid in assessing stu-
dent achievement to ensure that assessment is as uniform
as possible across the country.

Support measures
Remedial support shall be arranged for students in need
of extra support in their schoolwork.

If an upper secondary student does not achieve a
passing grade in a course, he/she is entitled to repeat the
course a second time, and in some cases also a third time.
A student who has not received a grade of at least Pass for
his/her project work is entitled to redo that project.

Upper secondary school for pupils with learning
disabilities

Grades are given for every course completed though not
for vocational training. Possible grades include: Pass (G)
and Pass with Distinction (VG).

National grading criteria for the two grades are set by
the National Agency for Education. Grading criteria for
local courses are set by the local school board.

For a student who does not achieve a passing grade, a
certifcate stating that the student has attended the course
is issued.

The fnal grade (learning certifcate) is a compilation
of the grades and certifcates for courses completed by the
student.

Municipal Adult Education (Komvux)

Basic education for adults

Basic adult education is offered in the core subjects of
Swedish, Swedish as a Second Language, English, Math-
ematics and Social Studies, as well as in Religion, History,
Geography, Physics, Chemistry and Biology.

An overall grade is awarded for the course as a whole
when the student has received a grade for all of the sub-
units included in a course.

A student who has received a passing grade in all of the
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core subjects of basic adult education is entitled to receive
a fnal grade. Possible grades include: Fail (1G), Pass (G)
and Pass with Distinction (VG).

Testing and diagnostic materials, or suitable parts
thereof, used in basic adult education are the same as
those used in regular compulsory school.

Upper secondary education for adults

Adult upper secondary education may be offered in all of
the subjects available in regular upper secondary school,
with the exception of special physical education. Project
work may also be used in upper secondary education for
adults.

Grades are awarded after every course completed and
for project work. In cases where the teacher lacks a basis
for assessment of student achievement due to student
absence, no grade is given.

A student who has completed all of the core subjects
and additional courses or project work contained in the
syllabi, totalling a minimum of 1 750 upper secondary
credits, is entitled to receive a leaving certifcate for adult
upper secondary education.

The possible grades are the same as those for regular
upper secondary school, i.e.: Fail (1G) , Pass (G), Pass with
Distinction (VG) and Pass with Special Distinction (MVG).

In order that the basis for assessment shall be as uni-
form as possible across the country, it is recommended
that teachers use centrally approved examinations to aid
them in their assessment. Examinations for upper second-
ary education for adults are the same as those used in
regular upper secondary school.

Continuing Education

Grades are awarded for every course or sub-unit com-
pleted in the continuing education program. An overall
grade is given to students who have received grades in all
sub-units of a course.Possible grades include: Fail (1G),
Pass (G) and Pass with Distinction(VG).

The Swedish Agency for Flexible Learning (SFL)
The same syllabi, grades and grading criteria are used as
in municipal adult education.
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Adult education for adults with learning disabilities
(Sarvux)

Grades are awarded for every course or sub-unit com-
pleted for that part of Sarvux that corresponds to regular
compulsory education- and upper secondary education
for pupils with learning disabilities.

For a student who does not achieve a passing grade, a
certifcate stating that the student has attended the course
is issued.

An overall grade is awarded for an entire course when
the student has received grades in all of the sub-units
included in that course.

Possible grades include: Pass (G) and Pass with Dis-
tinction (VG).

Special grading criteria have been developed for the
grade of Pass for S&rvux that correspond to compulsory
education for pupils with learning disabilities. The grades
of Pass and Pass with Distinction are used.

For that part of Sarvux that corresponds to training
school for children with severe learning disabilities, a cer-
tifcate stating that the student has attended the course is
issued.

Swedish for immigrants (Sf)
Upon completion of this course, students can be awarded
a grade of Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

For a student who does not achieve a passing grade,
a certifcate is issued stating the student’s level of prof-
ciency in relation to the achievement goals of the syl-
labus. Nationally approved grading criteria are used for
the grade of Pass. There are also national examinations to
assist the teacher in assigning grades.

RIGHT TO EXAMINATION

Compulsory School

Anyone who wishes to receive a compulsory school grade
is entitled to sit for examinations. Examination can cover
the entire education program or one or more subjects of

the program. Even those who have previously received a
leaving certifcate from compulsory school may take the
examination and, after doing so, are entitled to receive a
new fnal grade.

Upper Secondary School

A student of an upper secondary school has the right

to sit for examinations in all courses and project work
included in the student’s individual course syllabi if that
student has not previously received a grade, or if the
student has received the grade of Fail, for that course or
project. The grade from the examination will be entered
in the fnal grade.

Even persons who are not students of an upper second-
ary school, but who wish to receive an upper secondary
grade, are entitled to sit for examinations in all of the
courses included in a national program. This right applies
also to project work. Grades from such examination are
presented in an integrated transcript of fnal grades.

Municipal Adult Education (Komvux)

A person who wishes to receive a grade from adult educa-
tion is entitled to sit for examinations in all of the courses
and project work offered in Komvux. This applies also to
those who have previously received a grade for a course
or project. However, a student attending regular upper
secondary school may not sit for examination in a course
or project for which he/she has received a grade of at least
Pass.

Swedish Agency for Flexible Learning (SFL)
The same rules apply as for municipal adult education.

Swedish for immigrants (ST)

A person who wishes to receive a grade in ST without
having participated in the program is entitled to sit for
examination. This applies also to those who have previ-
ously received a grade for this course.

Skolverket

Swedish National Agency for Education

www.skolverket.se



